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LONDON SATURDAY DECEMBER 7 1946 


GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL 
PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 


The 169th session of the General Medical Council was opened 
on Nov. 26, Sir Herbert Lightfoot Eason presiding. Dr. R. W. 
Craig took his seat as direct representative for Scotland for the 
term ending on June 30, 1951. He was introduced by Dr. Sydney 
Smith. 

The President then delivered the following address : 

Since our last meeting we have had to deplore the death of 
Sir Kaye Le Fleming. He was elected as a direct representative 
for England in November, 1928, and was three times re- 
elected—in 1933, in 1938, and in June, 1946, a month before he 
died. He served the Council in many capacities. He was a 
member of the Public Health Committee from 1929; of the 
Pharmacopoeia Committee from 1932 to 1938; and in 1939 he 
was first elected a member of the Penal Cases Committee, on 
which he served until he died. Members of the Council will, 
I am sure, deeply regret the passing of one of our most dis- 
tinguished and useful members. Sir Kaye Le Fleming not only 
had a wide experience of private practice in every aspect, but 
served his profession with high distinction as a member of the 
British Medical Association, in which he held many important 
offices. No one who has been a colleague of his on the Council 
will forget his sound common sense, and his peculiar faculty of 
rising on occasion and putting his finger unerringly on the vital 
point of a discussion. His charm of manner endeared him to all 
his colleagues, and I think the Council will feel that they have 
lost in Sir Kaye Le Fleming an outstanding example of a family 
physician and friend. We also have to regret the death on Oct. 3 
of Sir Walter Langdon-Brown, who was a member of the Coun- 
cil from 1932 to 1937. He was a distinguished member of the 
Council, and a worthy holder of the historic office of Regius 
Professor of Physic in the University of Cambridge. We have 
further to regret the death of Dr. Wardrop Griffith, who 
represented the University of Leeds on the Council from 1919 
to 1928. 

We have lost a valued colleague by the retirement from the 
Council of Dr. Fraser, the direct representative for Scotland, 
who did not offer himself for re-election in the summer. He 
served on the Council for five years, and we shall miss his 
sound advice on disciplinary matters, particularly when they 
concerned the maintenance of the best standards of conduct in 
private practice. 

We have to welcome in his place Dr. Robert William Craig, 
whose experience as former Scottish Secretary of the British 
Medical Association well qualifies him to assist the Council in 
all their deliberations. 


The Curriculum: Visit to America 


The Council in May decided that a stage had arrived in the 
consideration of the draft Recommendations as to the curricu- 
lum when it might be desirable to consult some of those con- 
cerned with the medical curriculum in Canada and the United 
States with a view to finding out if they had any views on 
medical education which might enlighten the Council in their 
task. Thanks to the generosity of the Nuffield Foundation, who 
defrayed the cost of transport across the Atlantic, and of the 
Rockefeller Foundation, who defrayed the cost of living in the 
New World, this aspiration was fulfilled, and in the middle of 
September a delegation from the Council consisting of Dr. 
Bigger, Dr. Brocklehurst, Dr. Campbell, Dr. Cohen, and myself, 
with the Registrar, crossed the Atlantic and visited the follow- 
ing medical schools: in New York, the Long Island College of 
Medicine, Cornell University Medical College, New York Uni- 


versity College of Medicine, and Columbia University College 
of Physicians and Surgeons; the University of Chicago; the 
University of Michigan Medical School, Ann Arbor ; in Canada. 
the Faculties of Medicine in the University of Toronto and 
in McGill University ; the Harvard Medical School in Boston : 
and the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine in Balti- 
more. In addition, the delegation met representatives of the 
Council on Medical Education and Hospitals of the American 
Medical Association in Chicago, and of the National Board of 
Medical Examiners in Philadelphia. From all these bodies the 
delegates obtained valuable information as to the requirements 
for medical practice, the content and lay-out of the medical 
curriculum, and the views of those who would amend the exist- 
ing regulations. The delegation returned to this country at the 
end of October, and a preliminary report on the visit will be 
presented to the Council during this session. 

The Council will have to consider the draft Recommendations 
further at this session in the light of observations made on them 
by licensing bodies and medical schools, together with an 
explanatory introduction; but since replies have not been 
received from a number of bodies and schools, it appears to be 
impracticable to conclude the consideration of the draft Recom- 
mendations on this occasion. It will therefore probably be 
necessary to have an additional session in February, at which 
I hope it may be possible to adopt the recommendations in 
their final form. 

It will be remembered that the Council in May approved the 
draft of a short medical Bill, restricted in its scope to matters 
which urgently required legislation. Copies of the draft and 
of an explanatory memorandum were transmitted to the 
Minister of Health and to the Lord President of the Council 
on Sept. 21, with a submission that the Bill should be settled 
by the Government draftsman with a view to its introduction, 
as settled, into Parliament at the first opportunity. The draft 
Bill and memorandum have been circulated to members. 

A vote of thanks was accorded to the President on the motion 
of Dr. Sydney Smith, seconded by Dr. J. W. Bone. 


WINTER SESSION 
Dental Business 


The Council considered reports from the Dental Board. on 
two disciplinary cases. One case was that of Ascott William 
Harris, registered as of John Bright Street, Birmingham, Den- 
tists Act, 1921, whom the Board had found to be associated with 
or employed by an unregistered person who with his knowledge 
and/or assent procured or sanctioned the insertion in news- 
papers of advertisements for the purpose of obtaining patients 
and to have received patients through a Hospital for Broken 
Dentures run by the same person. The other case was that of 
George William Southwood Clark, registered as of Gateshead. 
Dentist, 1921, who had been convicted at Northumberland 
Quarter Sessions of breaking and entering a dwelling-house and - 
stealing certain property. Letters were read from both respon- 
dents protesting their innocence. The Council instructed the 
Dental Board to erase from the Dentists Register the names of 
Ascott William Harris and George William Southwood Clark. 

The Council restored to the Dentists Register the names of 
Harry Ernest Best and Alfred Horace Myring. 


MEDICAL DISCIPLINARY INQUIRIES 
Cases Adjourned from Previous Sessions 


The Council considered the case of Anthony John Watkin. 
registered as of Newport, Mon., against whom it had been found 
that in June, 1944, he was convicted at the Central Criminal 
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Court of unlawfully using an instrument and was bound over 
for two years. The Council also had postponed judgment for 
two years. Dr. Watkin now produced three testimonials from 
members of the medical profession as to his exemplary conduct 
in the interval. The Council, in view of this satisfactory evi- 
dence, did not see fit to erase his name, and closed the case. 

The Council next considered the case of Graham George 
Robertson, registered as of Mariners Lane, Tynemouth, against 
whom the Council had found, in 1944, that in 1942 he had been 
judged by a court-martial at Quetta to have been drunk on 
active service and had been sentenced to be dismissed from the 
Army, and that in 1943 he had been convicted at Newcastle of 
driving a car while under the influence of drink. The Council 
had postponed its judgment on the finding, and subsequently 
at two-sessions had granted further postponements owing to 
Dr. Robertson’s state of health. Dr. Robertson now appeared. 
but the Council was not satisfied with the evidence tendered on 
his behalf and with his present condition, and instructed the 
Registrar to erase his name from the Medical Register. 

The next case was that of John Corboy, registered as of 
Tycoch, Swansea, against whom it had been found that he had 
been twice convicted in 1945 at Salford Police Court of driving 
or being in charge of a car while under the influence of drink. 
The Council had postponed judgment for one year. Dr. Corboy 
now attended and produced two testimonials from medical col- 
leagues. The Council, in view of this satisfactory evidence, did 
not see fit to erase his name. 


Convictions for Misdemeanour and Charges in Respect of 
Patients 

The Council proceeded to consider the case of William 
Francis Hirsch Coulthard, registered as of Aspatria, Carlisle, 
who appeared on the charge that in March, 1946, at Carlisle, 
he had been convicted of being drunk and disorderly, and in 
April, 1946, at Cockermouth, of being drunk in charge of a 
car (on which occasion he was fined £50), He was also charged 
with using obscene language and being under the influence of 
drink while attending a patient in 1942 on the birth of her 
child; with similar behaviour on various occasions between 
1943 and 1946 when visiting another patient, on one of which 
occasions he was alleged to have struck the patient ; with having 
given a certificate in October, 1945, without having seen or 
examined the patient at the time; and, finally, with having 
obtained from a firm of chemists supplies of “ myocrisin” by 
falsely representing that the drug would be administered to one 
of his patients, whereas in fact certain of the supplies were not 
so administered. 

Dr. Coulthard attended with Mr. H. D. Peacock, counsel, 
instructed by Le Brasseur and Oakley, solicitors, on behalf of 
the Londen and Counties Medical Protection Society. Members 
of the Council who were members of that Society withdrew 
and took no part in the proceedings. 

Mr. S. G. Howard, counsel, instructed by Waterhouse and 
Co., solicitors to the Council, attended to present the facts of 
the case. Mr. Howard asked permission to amend the charges 
by adding four other convictions: in 1943 at Keswick, of failing 
to immobilize a car during the hours of darkness ; in 1944 at 
Carlisle, of wrongful use of motor fuel ; and in 1945 at Wigton, 
of two offences on different dates, both concerned with the use 
of obscene or abusive language. The Council ruled out the first 
of these convictions as not falling within its province. The 
others were added to the charge. 

Mr. Howard explained the circumstances of the convictions. 
He then dealt with the first of the charges relating to patients. Dr. 
Coulthard was summoned to attend a Mrs. Wright, of Aspatria, 
on the birth of her child, and, according to her story, when he 
came he was under the influence of drink and used obscene 
language. The next charge concerned a Mr. Aitken, a patient, 
who had since died. It was alleged that at various times he had 
called at the Aitkens’ house when he was under the influence 
of drink, had used bad language, and on one occasion had 
assaulted the patient, making his nose bleed. “If the evidence 
bears out these facts,” said Mr. Howard, “the Council may 
have difficulty in finding language temperate enough to describe 
conduct of this kind.” The other two charges were of a different 
character. The husband of Mrs. Wright had contracted malaria 
in Burma, and, having an attack when home on leave, it was 
alleged that his wife had obtained a certificate from the doctor 


stating that he had malaria and was unfit to travel, though the 
doctor had not seen or examined the patient. The last charge 
related to wrongfully obtaining a drug. A Mrs. Arnott had 
suffered from rheumatoid arthritis, and Dr. Coulthard haq 
attended her under a county council scheme for domiciliary 
medical relief and had prescribed “ myocrisin ” and had injected 
the drug, but later failed to attend for this purpose, though on 
two occasions he had obtained supplies of the drug. 

Mrs. Eleanor Mary Wright gave evidence thai when Dr. 
Coulthard attended her on the birth of her child he had been 
drinking, and he used bad language, though the only word she 
could recall was “ Hell!” With regard to the certificate stating 
that her husband was suffering from malaria she admitted that 
her husband had been to see the doctor at the beginning of his 
attack a week previously. Mr, Wright, the husband, gave con- 
firmatory evidence. He agreed that, about a week before his 
wife visited the doctor and obtained the certificate, he himself 
went to see the doctor, who took his pulse and temperature. 
The President said that a good deal turned upon the form of 
words in the certificate, but the certificate had gone to the mili- 
tary authorities and could not be produced. 

Mrs. Sarah Aitken gave evidence that once or twice when 
Dr. Coulthard attended her husband he was drunk. She judged 
this by his attitude and language. Asked what the language was, 
she said she would not like to repeat it, but she was persuaded 
to write down the words for the benefit of the Council. On the 
occasion of one visit he struck her husband. She also alleged 
that during the week preceding her husband’s death, though 
Dr. Coulthard was repeatedly sent for, he did not come. Asked 
why she and her husband continued to employ Dr. Coulthard 
despite these alleged acts, which extended from August, 1943, 
to March, 1946, she said that he was her husband’s panel doctor. 
No complaint was made to the Insurance Committee. Another 
witness, a Mrs. Anderson, testified that she had seen Dr. Coul- 
thard the worse for drink at Mrs. Aitken’s house, but on 
being pressed she could not remember the dates or even the 
month. 

With regard to the last charge, that of obtaining “ inyocrisin” 
under alleged false representations, it was stated that four 
ampoules were supplied by the chemists in January, 1946, and 
four in April, 1946, on Dr, Coulthard’s requisition on behalf 
of one of his patients, a Mrs. Arnott, but no part of these sup- 
plies was administered to her. In a declaration Mrs. Arnott 
stated that in October, 1945, she and her husband became 
entitled to free medical service under the Public Assistance 
Committee, and continued to have Dr. Coulthard, who had 
been their doctor for the previous nine years. She had suffered 
from rheumatoid arthritis, and for about five years she had 
been getting “ myocrisin” for injections and paying Dr. Coul- 
thard for obtaining and administering the drug. The last injec- 
tion she had had was in June, 1945. 

In evidence on his own behalf Dr. Coulthard admitted the 
convictions, but denied that on the first occasion, though there 
was an altercation, he was the worse for drink. With regard to 
the second conviction, of being drunk in charge of a car, he 
said that he was “ run down” at the time and had had a certain 
amount to drink. Since that occasion he had left off drink 
entirely, and he gave assurances for the future. Concerning the 
charges of using bad language in the presence of patients, he 
gave a total denial. The woman whom he had attended in 
childbirth in 1942, on which occasion, it was said, he was under 
the influence of drink and used obscene language, had been 
attended by him on several occasions since, and so far as he 
knew was still his patient. Concerning the certificate given to 
this patient’s husband, he said that he saw him a few days 
before he gave the certificate to his wife, and he had no doubt 
that a malarial attack was beginning; he had treated him 
several times since. He gave a total denial of the charge in 
respect of the Aitkens, and said that he had never struck the 
male patient. With regard to Mrs. Arnott, she had been 4 
patient of his for some years. Her husband, an old-age pen- 
sioner, was in receipt of a supplementary pension, and in these 
cases certain drugs were obtainable without charge from the 
social welfare department of the county council. He prescribed 
“ myocrisin” and for this purpose filled in a form addressed 
to the social welfare department for a number of ampoules in 
respect of the following period, At this time, owing to a differ- 
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her doctor and did not have the “ myocrisin.” Through an error 
he omitted to notify the social welfare department that eight 
ampoules were unused and were still in his possession. He had 
not made any false representation, and when he asked for the 
supply he intended to administer it to her and would have done 
so but for the fact that she had changed her doctor. 

Miss M. McMurren, a registered midwife, of Aspatria, testi- 
fied that it was she who sent for Dr. Coulthard in the case of 
Mrs. Wright. When he arrived he was certainly not under the 
influence of drink, nor did he use bad language, but on that 
and the following day he made all necessary arrangements for 
the patient. In the course of frequent professional association 
with Dr. Coulthard over a period of nine years she had never 
known him the worse for drink, or use bad language, or be 
other than most attentive to his patients. 

After Mr. Peacock had addressed the Council on the re- 
spondent’s behalf, and Mr. Howard had reminded the Council 
of the points brought out in the evidence for the complaint, 
the Council deliberated in camera and found the convictions 
proved ; also the charges in respect of the Aitkens, that Dr. 
Coulthard had used obscene language and had been under the 
influence of drink while visiting them in a professional capa- 
city, and on one occasion had assaulted Mr. Aitken; and the 
charge in respect of Mrs. Arnott, that he had wrongly repre- 
sented concerning two batches of drugs that they were for 
administration to one of his patients. The Council dismissed 
the charges relating to the Wrights. The President stated: 

“The convictions and the facts which have been proved against 
you are discreditabie to you and to your profession and indicate 
habits which may be dangerous to your patients. But in view of 
the assurances that you have given to the Council at this hearing 
as to your abstinence from alcohol in the past and your assurances 
as to the future, the Council! have decided to postpone judgment 
on your case for a period of two years. But they will require that 
you shall appear before them at the session in November next and 
produce testimonials from your professional brethren and other 
persons of standing as to your behaviour and habits in the interval.” 


Convictions 


The Council proceeded to consider the case of Reuben 
Denny, registered as of Twyford Avenue, Acton, who had 
been convicted on May 20, 1946, at Marlborough Street Police 
Court of driving a motor-car while under the influence of drink, 
had been fined £50 and had his licence suspended for twelve 
months. Dr. Denny attended, and while admitting the convic- 
tion made a statement in extenuation. He had been ill during 
the first six months of this year, and in 1943 was invalided 
home from Gibraltar with head injuries. 

The Council postponed judgment for one year. 

The Council considered the case of Ethel Grundy Toward. 
registered as of Birtley, Co. Durham, who appeared on the 
charge that she had been convicted at Gateshead in September, 
1945, and in February, 1946, of driving a motor-car while under 
the influence of drink. Dr. Toward, who was represented by 
Mr. H. D. Peacock, counsel, instructed by Le Brasseur and 
Oakley, solicitors, on behalf of the London and Counties 
Medical Protection Society, gave evidence that at the time of 
these occurrences she was helping her husband to carry on a 
busy practice of 2,700 panel patients, 2,500 club patients, and 
private patients in addition, and was also having to do the 
whole work of the household without assistance. She had after- 
wards gone to Crichton Royal, Dumfries, for a course of treat- 
ment, from which she had greatly benefited. Dr. Walter Toward, 
the husband of the respondent, gave confirmatory evidence. 

The Council found the convictions proved, but did not see 
fit to direct the Registrar to erase Dr. Toward’s name. 


Restorations 


The President announced that the following had been re- 
Stored to the Medical Register after penal erasure: James 
Jackson Brown, Erich Hohenberg, Arthur Patrick Kennedy, 
Matthew Morgan-Daley, Brendan O’Carroll, Archibald Walker. 


Reports of Committees 


Dr. Campbell presented the report of the Pharmacopoeia 
Committee which embodied a report of the British Pharma- 
copoeia Commission. All the text of the new British Pharma- 


copoeia had been sent to the printer, but it was not yet possible 
to announce the date of publication. 


Inspection of Qualifying Examinations 

Prof. R. J. Brocklehurst, chairman of the joint meetings of 
the Education and Examination Committees which have been 
considering the reform of the medical curriculum and the in- 
spection of qualifying examinations, presented a report on the 
latter subject. The talks on the curriculum were not yet com- 
pleted; it is hoped to report on them at the extra February 
session of the Council. With regard to the inspectors’ reports, 


' Prof. Brocklehurst said that these extended over the period 


1942 to 1946, and the task of reinspection had now been 
completed. It had not been an easy task in view of the emer- 
gencies of wartime. Despite the possible effects of war condi- 
tions on the standards of the qualifying examinations, the 
inspectors were satisfied that the character of the examinations 
had not deteriorated. The inspectors first reported that, with 
three exceptions, the examinations which they had inspected 
were sufficient, and on reinspection of these three excepted 
examinations it was found that they also had now come up 
to the sufficiency standard. It had been felt that in certain 
examinations the examiners spent rather a long time on the 
examination of the better type of candidates, and in some cases 
borderline candidates received rather tess than adequate atten- 
tion. The committees felt the need of reaffirming the paramount 
importance of ensuring that no candidate should be allowed to 
pass the qualifying examination, and thereby obtain the right 
to registration, unless he possessed the knowledge and skill 
requisite to the efficient practice of medicine, surgery, and 
midwifery. 

An important point was the taking into account of the candi- 
date’s record at the time of the examination. It was reported 
that at a number of examinations in medicine such records 
were not taken into account, and the committees wished to 
draw the attention of licensing bodies to the Council's previous 
recommendation in this respect, and to express the hope that 
the assistance which could be obtained, especially in the case 
of borderline candidates, by the record of the work done during 
their course of study would be appreciated by the examiners. 

Another question dealt with was the possibility of establish- 
ing a panel of examiners by the Council, from which panel 
examiners could be selected for the various bodies. This was 
carefully considered by the committees, but it was felt that the 
circumstances were not such as to justify the adoption of the 
proposal, which would be felt to impose a serious restriction on 
the freedom of choice of the licensing body. 

The report was approved by the Council without discus- 
sion and is to be circulated to the licensing bodies for their 
information. 

Dr. N. E. Waterfield was elected to fill a vacancy on the 
Penal Cases Committee caused by the death of Sir Kaye 
Le Fleming. 

The Council concluded its business with a vote of thanks 
to its President, proposed by Dr. J. W. Bone and seconded 
by Dr. J. P. Hedley. 


INSURANCE ACTS COMMITTEE 
CONTRIBUTIONS FOR DEFENCE FUND 


The first ordinary meeting of the new session of the Insurance 
Acts Committee was held on Nov. 21. Dr. E. A. Gregg was 
unanimously re-elected to the chair. The committee agreed that 
an appropriate letter be sent to Dr. Lewis Lilley, who had been 
a member for very many years, on his retiring from membership. 

The chairman gave a report on the opening of conversations 
with officers of the Ministry of Health on the question of the 
capitation fee. He said iat the practitioners’ case had been put 
forward in general terms, but also with a fair amount of detail, 
and a further meeting would be held on Dec. 5. There was no 
reason to be dissatisfied with the conversations so far. To some 
members who expressed surprise at the delay at reaching a con- 
clusion on what was a matter of arithmetic it was pointed out 
that the Spens Committee Report had mentioned as a relevant 
consideration not only the difference in money values between 
1938 and 1945 but the increases in incomes of members of other 
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professions. A report by a leading economist—an unimpeach- 
able. authority, as the Ministry itself would recognize—had been 
presented by the committee to the Ministry, and in this report 
it was stated that the level of prices for professional families 
in 1945 was 145 to 150% of that obtaining in 1938. 


Increase of Levy 


In discussion on a report of the National Insurance Defence 
Trust Dr. S. Wand urged that the trustees should consider 
whether the amount of voluntary levy should not at this junc- 
ture be increased from id. for each insured person to 4d. 
Dr. W. D. Steel supported this proposal and said that the Trust 
had every right to expect an allocation from the additional 
2s. which practitioners were obtaining, on account, this year. 
Dr. F. A. Roper said that Exeter had unanimously resolved to 
increase the voluntary levy to 6d. The resolution that panel 
committees be communicated with and asked forthwith to 
increase their contributions was carried without dissent. 

Various proposals were put forward as to the amount and 


method by which the voluntary levy should be increased.. 


Members were asked to indicate whether in their own panel 
committee there was a small statutory fund from which the 
committee met its expenses, the practitioners signing a docu- 
ment for the deduction of a certain amount from their quar- 
terly cheque for the defence fund, or whether there was a 
voluntary fund which served for both expenses and contribu- 
tions to the fund. The majority indicated that the former 
method obtained in their areas ; thus any decision as to a larger 
amount would require a new signed undertaking from each 
practitioner. The importance of the filling up of their quotas 
by panel committees which have not yet contributed the full 
amount on the existing undertaking was stressed. Difficulty was 
experienced in arriving at an unambiguous formula for the 
amount and method of the increased levy, and further con- 
sideration of the matter was deferred until the next meeting. 

A letter was read from one panel committee stating that it 
had deferred the question of making increased contributions 
until it had learned how the unused money to the credit of the 
fund would be disposed of when national health insurance came 
to an end. The chairman said he could only suggest that it 
would be perfectly in order for the trust, under its constitution, 


to continue to function in whatever service was substituted for | 


national health insurance, and sums such as had never been 
required before might be necessary. It was agreed that a plain 
statement of the purposes and uses of the fund should be pre- 
pared and sent to every panel committee. 


A Standard Formulary 


Dr. F. Gray reported that the joint committee of the B.M.A. 
and the Pharmaceutical Society had referred for consideration 
to the Insurance Acts Committee a resolution that considera- 
tion be given to the need for a standard formulary and that it 
be based on the formulary section of the British Pharmaceutical 
Codex and compiled by a joint committee of the two profes- 
sions. The I.A.C. endorsed these proposals. The chairman said 
it was not suggested that the formulary should consist merely 
of formulae taken from the codex : there would have to be very 
considerable additions. 

The committee considered the instruction of the Annual Con- 
ference that immediate steps be taken to secure the heavier 
weighting of mileage. Dr. J. A. Ireland said that owing to long 
distances and difficulty of access the rural practitioners of his 
area were strongly of opinion that the weighting of mileage 
should take place on a much higher scale. The chairman said 
that the question of mileage would be taken into account in the 
conversations concerning the capitation fee. A resolution of the 
Conference concerning the inadequacy of the present dispensing 
capitation fee was referred to the Rural Practitioners Sub- 
committee. 

A reply was reported from the Ministry to suggestions which 
the committee had made concerning postgraduate courses for 
insurance practitioners. The Ministry stated that it was willing 
to consider special cases brought to its notice where a doctor 
had been doing a reasonable amount of insurance work although 
technically he had failed to satisfy the condition as to the size 
of list which would entitle him to admission to the refresher 
courses. 


HEARD AT HEADQUARTERS 


Nearly Unanimous 


Although for the time being the question of resignation from 
the panel is in abeyance while conversations are proceeding 
over the insurance capitation fee, it is useful to have on record 
the returns of reports from Insurance Committee areas, Al] 
but 10 of the 190 areas have now reported. In these 10 the 
number of insurance practitioners is some 1,500. One of the 
areas, by the way, is the Isles of Scilly, where, so it was stated 
at the meeting of the Insurance Acts Committee, there is only 
One insurance practitioner, who, presumably because of his jn- 
ability to get a seconder, could not send forward a resolution, 
In the 180 areas reporting, the proportion of practitioners who 
favoured the I.A.C. recommendation was 94.7% of those attend- 
ing the meetings or replying to the personal and postal canvass ; 
the proportion not in favour was 2.6%, and a similar propor- 
tion abstained from voting or gave indecisive replies. As some 
of these last can now be presumed to have come round to a 
decision it is a conservative estimate to state that over 95% are 
behind the I.A.C. in the line it has taken, This is about as 
solid a demonstration as any democratic vote can be—far more 
impressive than the card vote at a trade union meeting which 
the writer attended the other day, when a resolution was carried 
by 300,000 to none. 


Doctors and Patent Medicines 


The Hunterian Society staged a good debate at the Apothe- 
caries Hall recently on the motion: That the uncontrolled 
advertising of patent medicines is a menace to the public. The 
motion was carried, of course—with eight dissentients in a meet- 
ing of about 100. The chief advocate on each side was a layman 
—Mr. Hugh Linstead, M.P., the secretary of the Pharmaceutical 
Society, and Mr. Arthur Mortimer, director of a company which 
controls a well-known proprietary remedy. One of the points 
made in the debate was that doctors ought to get up and bless 
proprietary medicine manufacturers, for if doctors had to deal 
with all the people who go round to get something from the 
chemist to relieve an ache or pain their surgeries would become 
impossible. The doctors would be seeing again all those people 
whom they hoped they had seen for the last time. What would 
they do? Rubber-stamp the lot, or go through them as con- 
scientiously as they do the patients who at present come for 
hot-water bottles, priority milk, and corsets? 

The amount spent on patent medicines called forth some 
widely varying estimates. One doctor in the discussion said 
that ninety millions a year was spent on advertising them 
alone, but Mr. Mortimer declared that the figure was nothing 
like that. The last published figure, for 1938, was £4,835,000 
for the advertising of all these preparations, including tonic 
wines, veterinary medicines, and rupture appliances, and the 
advertising accounted for no more than 8% of the total adver- 
tising space in newspapers. But he admitted that this related 
only to advertising in the national newspapers and took no 
account of advertising by posters on railways and elsewhere or 
advertising by correspondence. 


Harvest Ahead 


One suggestion made at the Hunterian Society debate sent 
us back to an old volume of Punch, for 1912, which depicts 
a depressed Mr. Lloyd George contemplating his National 
Health Insurance Bill, while in the street below there is a pro- 
cession of doctors bearing a banner, “ Doctors Demand a 
Living Wage.” With the Chancellor, however, is a figure repre- 
senting patent medicines, with the legend on his front, “ Magic 
cures ; the only successful remedy for . . .”—a score of com- 
plaints—who says: ‘“ Never mind, dear fellow, I will stand by 
you—to the death.” The advent of national health insurance did 
not, apparently, diminish the demand for patent medicines, and 
now, according to the anticipations of the Hunterian speakers, 
the coming of a National Health Service’ will make patent 
medicines flourish more than ever. One of the speakers—Dr. 
G. H. Day, who prophesied that the sales would be doubled or 
trebled—gave psychological reasons for his forecast. He pointed 
out that there is an ineradicable conviction in the human mind 
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that what is not directly paid for i is of no value. “ Nothing for 
nothing ; very little for a penny.” The sufferer from any ill feels 
the necessity for some piopitiatory sacrifice ; perhaps it is con- 
nected more or less remotely with a sense of sin. He may get 
satisfaction by paying the doctor’s fee, but with “ free for all” 
medical treatment patent medicines will be the only altar upon 
which his sacrifices can be piled, 


Surgeons up in Arms 

There was no doubt about the feeling at the recent special 
meeting of Fellows of the Royal College of Surgeons, which 
was called by requisition to consider the situation under the 
new Act. Although no vote was taken, only two of the ten 
speakers expressed themselves in favour of entering upon dis- 
cussions concerning regulations, and to judge from the volume 
of assent and dissent which followed the oratory that propor- 


tion more or less represented the disposition of opinions held 
by the audience of 150. The statement of the President that as 
a corporate body the Council had answered “ Yes” to the 
question whether it desired the Negotiating Committee to enter 
into discussions with the Minister obviously took many Fellows 
by surprise, but he immediately made it clear that this decision 
was binding upon no individual, and he agreed at once—indeed 
it was his own suggestion—that the communiqué given to the 
Press about the meeting should state that it was agreed that 
the College should act in conformity with the general feeling 
of the profession (presumably in accordance with the result 
of the plebiscite). It must be a long time since there was a 
meeting at Lincoln’s Inn Fields so animated and prolonged (it 
lasted 24 hours). In years: gone by the annual meetings of 
Fellows and Members often failed to muster the quorum of 
thirty. 


| 


MEDICAL WAR RELIEF FUND 
SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT 


This report covers the year from Sept. 1, 1945, to Aug. 31, 
1946. During this period the applications for assistance from 
the fund, which had become progressively more frequent in 
the two previous years, continued to increased in number. 
The number of awards made by the Distribution Subcommittee 
during the year is 81, the total amount of these awards being 
£18,016. The corresponding figures for the year 1944-5 are 56 
and £11,344. The total amount distributed since the inaugura- 
tion of the fund is £52,236. 

As had been expected, a large majority of the applicants 
during the past year were ex-Service doctors who, on return- 
ing to civil life, were faced with financial difficulties resulting 
from their war service. The typical case is that of the general 
practitioner whose single-handed practice declined seriously 
during his absence and who needs temporary assistance to tide 
him over the difficult initial period of resettlement. The other 


miscellaneous applications received during the year included 
ten from widows of doctors who gave their lives in the war. 

The audited statement of accounts for the year is appended 
to this report. The contributions received since the committee 
of the fund published the second appeal for subscriptions at 
the beginning of December, 1945, amount to approximately 
£22,000. This is much less than the sum which had been esti- 
mated to be necessary, but on the other hand the demands 
made on the fund during what has been the “ peak” year have 
also fallen short of expectation; and the new subscription 
income, although it has not added greatly to the fund’s re- 
sources for the future, has exceeded the year’s relatively heavy 
expenditure. 

The special subcommittee concerned with the provision of 
medical books for medical prisoners of war was not re- 
appointed last year, the need for its services having come to 
an end. The subscriptions specially earmarked for this pur- 
pose amounted to approximately £217. The committee has now 
fully discharged its financial obligations to the Educational 


Statement of Accounts for Twelve Months ended Aug. 31, 1946 
For Relief of Financial Distress 


To brought forward: £ dh 
000 3°%% Savings Bonds, 1955/65 7,000 0 0 
12/000 24° National War Bonds, 1946/48 . 11,985 18 9 
£4,000 24°4 National War Bonds, 1951/53 . 4,000 0 0 
£1 ‘000 3% Defence Bonds Post Office Issue 1,000 0 O 
500 National Savings Certificates .. 345 0 0 
Deposit with Post Office Savings Bank and 
accrued interest 181 11 O. 
Proceeds of Sale of Investments due > but not 
Teceived 5,076 18 1 
£29,623 13 11 
Less : Bank Overdraft £847 10 11 
Amount earmarked for 
Books for Prisoners 
of War 67 311 
—-—- 914 14 10 
28,708 19 1 
» Interest of Investments (Gross) =e 640 0 0 
» Interest on Deposit with Post Office Savings 
Bank (including interest to 
Aug. 31, 1944) 410 9 
22,895 11 0 
Note: Since the inception of the fund, loans 
to a total of £13,709 have been voted ; of 
oe _ £847 was repaid prior to Aug. 31, 
£51,604 10 1 


For Books for Prisoners of War 


£ 
67 311 


£67 11 


To Balance brought forward . . 


Examined with the books and vouchers and found correct. 


3, Frederick’s Place, 


d Jewry, 
London, E.C.2. 


Oct. 10, 1945. 


= £ s. d 
By i advanced during year i 6,097 0 0 
: Repayments during year .. 104 5 0 
5,992 15 0 
» Gifts (including £735 to be Administered 
by Medical Benevolent 11,819 10 
Amounts refunded 232. 16° 5 
11,586 13 7 
» Petty Cash Expenses 1118 
» Clerical Assistance 96 0 0 
», Honorari m to Secretary ‘of Distribution 
» Printing and Postages 13834 
£17,874 19 11 
carried forward at Aug. 31, 
7,000 3°%% Savings Bonds, 1955/65 . 7,000 0 O 
£10,000 2 % Savings Bonds, 1964/67 . 9,985 18 9 
£4,000 24% National War Bonds, 
1951/53 4,000 0 0 
£1,000 3% Defence Bonds, Post Office 
Issue 1,000 0 0 
500 National Savings Certificates sia @ 
Deposit with Post Office Savings ~— 
and accrued interest . 186 1 9 
Cash at Bank on Current Account . 11,265 5 6 
£33,814 14 1 
Less: Amount due to Royal 
Medical Benevolent 
Fund for Clerical 
Assistance £18 O O 
Amount earmarked for 
Prisoners of War Gr 3s 
85 311 
33,729 10 2 
£51,604 10 1 
s.d. 
By Balance carried forward .. 7 es 67 311 
£67 3 11 


(Signed) Price, WATERHOUSE AND Co., 
Chartered Accountants, 
Hon. Auditors. 
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Books Section of the Red Cross and St. John Joint Organiza- 
tion, which gave invaluable assistance in the purchase and 
dispatch of the books, and a balance of approximately £67 
remains unspent. This sum has been transferred from the 
prisoners-of-war account to the general account in accord- 
ance with the arrangement proposed when the appeal for 
specially earmarked subscriptions was published. 

Future needs are not easy to estimate, but it is to be expected 
that, as demobilization proceeds, the fund will continue to 
receive appeals from returning Service doctors who have legiti- 
mate claims for a substantial measure of help. It seems probable 
also that the assistance given to widows, usually for the educa- 
tion of young children, will have to be continued for some 
considerable time to come. Therefore, although the present 
financial position is not such as to cause immediate anxiety, 
the committee would again urge the claims of the fund on 
those members of the profession who have not yet responded 
to last year’s appeal. Cheques should be made payable to the 
Medical War Relief Fund, and addressed to the Honorary 
Treasurer of the Fund at B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square, 
W.C.1. To the many generous supporters of the fund who 
have sent further contributions in recent months the com- 
mittee wishes to express grateful thanks. 

Once again it is the pleasant duty of the committee to record 
its great indebtedness to the Royal Medical Benevolent Fund 
and its secretary, Mr. Pennefather, for their invaluable assist- 
ance, particularly in administering the awards in cases in which 
the payments are made by instalments over a period of years. 
Their knowledge and experience have been of great advantage 
in cases of this kind, of which there have been no fewer than 
50 since 1941. Thanks are due also to the British Medical 
Association for continuing to provide accommodation for 
meetings and for much assistance given in other ways, 
especially in connexion with the second appeal for sub- 
scriptions. Finally, the committee acknowledges with gratitude 
the valuable help received from Messrs. Price, Waterhouse, 
and Co., who have again given their generous services as 
honorary auditors. 


Chairman. 


Correspondence 


The “Closed Shop ” 


Sir,—Dr. F. R. Ellis (Supplement, Nov. 23, p. 138) raises a 
most important question. By a coincidence it happens that a 
similar attempt to that described by Dr. Ellis has just been made 
to impose the “closed shop” principle upon the teaching pro- 
fession. I have repeatedly pointed out the analogy which exists 
between the measures taken under the Education Act and those 
threatened by the N.H.S. Act, and this new example is particu- 
larly significant. On Nov. 5 the education office of the Gates- 
head Council issued a circular which declared that, in response 
to a demand from the industrial section of the Gateshead 
Labour Party and Trades Council, the Gateshead Town Council 
now made it a condition of employment for all its employees 
that they should become members of an appropriate trade 
union—and employees were required to return forms signed as 
signifying acceptance of this requirement within three days of 
the issue of the circular. The immediate reaction to this 
circular was a meeting of the N.E. Federation of School 
Masters (Nov. 9, 1946), when a resolution was passed unani- 
mously recommending their Gateshead colleagues that they 
should not complete the form; and 500 teachers have, up to 
date, rejected this demand. 

I drew the attention of the Minister of Education to this 
position (Hansard, Nov. 21, 1946) and enclose a copy of both 
question and answer. 


Sir Ernest Graham-Little—To ask the Minister of Education if 
she is aware that the Gateshead Council are demanding that teachers 
employed by them shall belong to trade unions as a condition of 
engagement; that 500 teachers have rejected this demand; whether 
the action taken by the council is authorized by her; and if she will 
give direciions in this matter. 

Miss Ellen Wilkinson.—The answers to the first two parts of the 
question are in the affirmative and the answer to the third part 
is in the negative. As regards the fourth part, it is the policy of the 


Government to leave the question of conditions of employment t 
be settled between the parties concerned, and there does not y 
present seem to be any occasion for my intervention. 

It is to be noted that the Minister of Education, following 
the example of the Minister of Labour in his attitude to the 
“closed shop,” decides to preserve a neutrality unbenevolen 
to the teachers. 

It is notorious that there is widespread dissatisfaction jp 
both the medical and teaching professions with the curren 
or threatened conditions of service, and there is every prospect 
that both the Education Act, 1944, and the National Health Ser. 
vice Act, 1946, will ultimately founder on this particular rock of 
the refusal of members of both those professions to take service 
under the terms, imposed upon them. It seems _ therefore 
peculiarly inappropriate at this moment to add yet another 
condition which cannot but accentuate that scarcity.—I am, etc, 


House of Commons. E. GRAHAM-LITTLE. 


The “Closed Shop ” at Willesden 

Sir,—The latest threat of the “closed shop” is against the 
nursing siaff of the Willesden Municipal Hospital. It is to be 
hoped that we shall give them, and any other nurses elsewhere 
in danger of victimization, all the help and encouragement in 
our power. 

The danger to the dearest traditions of medicine must surely 
be apparent to those who canvass an affirmative reply to the 
B.M.A. plebiscite. Many of our senior representatives hardly 
seem to be aware of the irretrievable loss of freedom and 
enterprise that will be killed insidiously if the present Act is 
ever put into effect. Medicine must never be tied to one party 
or associated with medico-political organizations. It is but a 
short step to the “closed shep” ; preferment will be a political 
reward, an appointment will go to the man who is associated 
with the party’s administration. My God! What have we been 
fighting for?—I am, etc., 

Little Aston. 


J. B. W. Haywarp. 


$iR,—I wonder if it is generally known by the profession that 
the Willesden Council’s decision that all their employees must 
join a trade union or be given notice applies to doctors. | 
know one doctor who applied for a post with them and re- 
ceived written intimation that this was a condition of employ- 
ment. It would be interesting if we knew what union the doctor 
was supposed to join and whether he would be bound to come 
out on strike when necessary. 

Personally I might be persuaded to join a union if by so 
doing I avoided losing my job, but I am glad to see that the 
Willesden nurses are not adopting such a pusillanimous atti- 
tude as myself. Yet if I did so I cannot see myself going on 
strike ; but if I didn’t, then I should either precipitate a further 
strike or get chucked out of the union. 

Perhaps the Willesden Council are prepared to clarify the 
situation with regard to doctors and define exactly why they must 
join a union and what regulations they will be bound by should 
they be compelled to do so.—I am, etc., 

Dartford, Kent. J. MACKAY CRAWFORD. 


Medical Unemployment and Public Appointments 

Sir,—“Another of the Unemployed” (Nov. 23, p. 138) is 
surely striking a wrong note when he writes complaining that 
local authorities do not give preference to ex-Service holders 
of the D.P.H. Those who served their country at home did so 
through no choice of their own: the destinies of all were in 
the hands of Ministries and medical war committees, and the 
Government of Northern Ireland is as unfair in discriminating 
against the wartime civilian as other authorities may be in 
discriminating against the ex-officer. We were all in it together 
and proud to be, so let us have no disputes between one section 
of the profession and another. 

What is wrong, and always has been wrong, is the way 
doctors are appointed and promoted in the public health 
service. If this were done by informed and unbiased pet- 
sons who could give due weight to professional qualifications 
and to experience both in the Forces and in civil appointments, 
there would be no occasion for the recriminations of “ Another 
of the Unemployed” or for the dissatisfaction of many who 
are already in the service.—I am, etc., 

Sussex. 


F. B. P. 
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H.M. Forces Appointments 


ROYAL NAVY 


Surg. Cmdr. S. J. Wheeler has been placed on the retired list. 
Surg. Lieut.-Cmdr. C. J. Mullen to be Surg. Cmdr. 


RoyaL NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE 


Surg. Cmdr. W. H. Butcher has been placed on the retired list. 
Temp. Acting Surg. Lieut.-Cmdr. W. A. Burnett to be Temp. 


Lieut.-Cmdr. 
ARMY 


Majors R. F. O. T. Dickinson, O.B.E., R.A.M.C., and M. R. C. 
McWatters, I.M.S.(rtd.), have been restored to the rank of Lieut.- 
Col. on ceasing to be employed. 


LAND FORCES: EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS 
RoyaL ARMY MeEpIcAL Corps 


War Subs. Lieut.-Col. W. R. Phillips has relinquished his com- 
mission and has been granted the honorary rank of Col. 

War Subs. Majors A. Bearblock, B. Barrowman, and G. Pringle 
have relinquished their commissions and have been granted the 
honorary rank of Lieut.-Col. 

War Subs. Capts. D. L. Cran, T. Lyall, H. Parsons, W. H. Jeffrey, 
p, A. M. Van de Linde, J. O. Corbin, W. G. E. Eggieton, and 
R. G. Buxton have relinquished their commissions and have been 
granted the honorary rank of Major. 

War Subs. Capt. G. A. Wilson has relinquished his commission 
and has been granted the honorary rank of Capt. 

War Subs. Capts. E. R. S. Phillips and J. B, T. Thomas have 
relinquished their commissions on account of disability, and have 
been granted the honorary rank of Capt. | ’ HR 

War Subs. Capt. J. A. Kay has relinquished his commission on 
reversion to the Southern Rhodesia Forces. 

War Subs. Capts. F. Rudyard, E. Q. Lim, V. Pekarek, J. Voracek, 
and A. H. Mahallawy have relinquished their commissions. 

Lieut. G. A. B. Cowan has relinquished his commission and has 
been granted the honorary rank of Capt. " 

Specialist Short Service Commissions—To be Lieuts,: S. Y. 
Feggetter, C. R. St. Johnston, J. A. Martinez, A. A. Shein, T. W. 
Howat, P. Forgacs, R. R. Hunter, P. G. Kohnstamm, C. G. Parsons, 
and K. B. Rogers. 

To be Licuts: S. M. Adye-Curran, T. R. Bennett, J. S. Barr, J. 
Batchelor, R. J. Belas, J. E. Blundell, W. H. Condie, H. A. Condon, 
J. A. R. Debenham, E. A. Devenish, R. J. Dias, A. McK. Dorey, 
W. H. Donald, P. Dransfield, N. K. Dryden, C. L. Dubberley, D. J. 
Ellison, R. Fife, L. Fisch, J. C. Foster, J. W. Fullerton, R. L. 
Gadd, J. M. Garratt, M. R. Geake, A. R. G. Gordon, G. S. 
Graham, J. M. Harper, P. Hogg, R. M. Lang, C. H. B. Lawfield, 
W. T. Lloyd, J. L. McDougall, N. McDougall, I. A. McGregor, 
D. Lyon, D. L.. Mackay, G. L. Mackay, W. G. McIntosh, H. A. F. 
Mackay, S J. R. Macoun, A. Marshall, J. Mathieson, M. B. 
Matthews, R. Merrywea’ler, A. A. Mudie, J. Oldfield, R. H. Park, 
W. Ramsay, W. A. T. Robb. N. V. Sapier, M. Schwartz. I. S. R. 
Sinclair, F. J. Spencer, N. B. Sprague, C. P. Tanner, D. S. Thomson, 
T. Thomson. P. L. Watts, H. Williams. M. Wood, W. Wood, T. 
Macnab, and H. Bourne. 


ROYAL AIR FORCE 
Royat Atr Force VOLUNTEER RESERVE 


Flying Officers J. N. C. Cooke, A. M. Dawson, H. F. W. Fry, and 
D. D. McGrath to be War Subs. FI.-Lieuts. 


DENTAL BRANCH 
W. D. Clarkson-Webb, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., to be Flying Officer 


(Emergency). 
WOMEN’S FORCES 
EMPLOYED WITH THE MEDICAL BRANCH OF THE R.A.F. 


Fl.-Lieut. M. Calvert has resigned her commission, retaining the 
rank of Squad.-Ldr. 
Fl.-Lieuts. P. E. Wiiliams and D. R. B. Sullivan have resigned 
their commissions, retaining their rank. 
beth M. I. Milne to be Flying Officer (Emergency). 


INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 


Major-Gen. Sir J. B. Hance, K.C.I.E., O.B.E., K.H.P., has been 
granted the local rank of Lieut.-Gen., while holding the appointment 
of Medical Adviser to the Secretary of State for India and President 
of the India Office Medical Board. 

Major-Gen. R. Hay, C.I.E., I.M.S., has been granted the local 
rank of Lieut.-Gen., while holding the appointment of D.G.I.M.S. 

Lieut.-Col. D. N. Bhaduri has retired and has been granted the 
honorary rank of Col. 

Lieut.-Col. J. Rodger, O.B.E., M.C., to be Col. 

Lieut.-Cols. C. S. V. Ramanan and L. G. Pearson have retired. 
cMaiors K. F. Alford, S. C. Bakhle and P. J. Kelly to be Lieut.- 

s 


Maiors R. De Soldenhoff and J. G. Durning have retired. 
; sath S. C. Colbeck and B. M. Wheeler have retired, receiving 
uity. 
Capts. R. B. Davis, D.S.O., W. M. Wilson, W. A. Hopkins, L. V. 
Kamm, F. M. Byrn, J. W. R. Sarkies, T. Donness, and W. Laurie 
be Majors. 
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Capt. A, M. Best has retired, receiving a gratuity 
The notification regarding the retirement of Capt. A. C. S. Mann 
in a London Gazette, dated June 28, is cancelled. 


EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS 


Major J. Yu-Chieh Hsu has relinquished his commission and has 
been granted the honorary rank of Major. 

Capts. D. C.-Logan, J. M. Murray, G. McCracken, E. L. Jones, ° 
and E. D. MacWorth to be Majors. 

Capt. G. A. Grahame has retired, receiving a gratuity. 


COLONIAL MEDICAL SERVICE 


The following recent appointments have been announced: D. 
Foskett, M.B., Medicai Officer, Kenya; F. R. T. Hollins, M.B., 
B.Ch., Medical Officer, Grade II, Fiji; T. K. Howat, M.B., Ch.B., 
G. A. Owen, M.B., B.S., H. B. L. Russell, M.R.C.P., Medical 
Officers, Gold Coast; C. C. Langford, M.B., B.Ch., Medical Officer, 
Uganda; B. M. Nicol, M.B., Ch.B., Medical Officer, Nigeria; W. O. 
Petrie, M.B., Ch.B., Medical Officer, Nyasaland; M. T. Read, 
M.R-C.S., L.R.C.P., Medical Officer, Malaya; W. L. Robinson, 
M.B., B.Ch., Resident Surgeon, Windward Islands; A. B. Da 
Costa, M.B., Ch.B., District Medical Officer, St. Vincent, Wind- 
ward Islands; E. F. B. Forster, M.B., Ch.B., African Medical 
Officer, Gambia: D. E. Freeman, M.B., B.Ch., Medical Officer, 
Grade II, British Soiomon Islands Protectorate; Z. C. Holub, M.D., 
Medical Officer, Aden; M. A. Lambert, M.B., Ch.B., Medical Officer, 
Leeward Islands; A. D. McShine, C. H. Merry, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., 
and R. K. Richardson, L.R.C.P.&S., Medical Officers, Grade C, 
Trinidad; P. A. M. Van de Linde, M.B., B.S., Medical Officer, Hong 
Kong; P. C. Cosgrove, M.B., B.Ch., D.T.M.&H., Specialist 
(Physician) Sierra Leone; E. J. Foley, M.B., Ch.B., D.P.M., 
Specialist (Psychiatrist) Tanganyika; P. W. Hutton, M.B., B.Ch., 
D.T.M.&H., Physician Specialist, Uganda; R. B. S. Smith, M.B., 
B.S., D.T.M., Senior Medical Officer, Northern Rhodesia; T. M. 
rae en D.P.H., Medical Officer of Health, Grade B, 

rinidad. 


Association Notices 


SCHOLARSHIPS IN AID OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 


The Council of the British Medical Association is prepared 
to receive applications for Research Scholarships as follows: . 
an Ernest Hart Memorial Scholarship, of the value of £200, 
a Walter Dixon Scholarship of the value of £200 and four 
Research Scholarships, each of the value of £150. These 
Scholarships are given to candidates whom the Science Com- 
mittee of the Association recommends as qualified to undertake 
research in any subject (including State Medicine) relating to 
the causation, prevention, or treatment of disease. Preference 
will be given, other things being equal, to members of the 
medical profession. Each Scholarship is tenable for nine 
months, commencing on Feb. 1, 1947. A Scholar may be re- 
appointed for not more than two additional terms. A Scholar 
is not necessarily required to devote the whole of his or her 
time to the work of the research, but may hold a junior appoint- 
ment at a university, medical school, or hospital, provided the 
duties of such appointments do not interfere with his or her 
work as a Scholar. 


Conditions of Award, Applications 


Applications for Scholarships must be made not later than 
Saturday, Dec. 28, 1946, on the prescribed form, a copy of 
which will be supplied on application to the Secretary of the 
Association, B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1. 
Applicants are required to furnish the names of three referees 
who are competent to speak as to their capacity for the research 
contemplated. 


GROUP OF DERMATOLOGY 


A meeting of the Group of Dermatology, to which all members 
of the Group are invited, will be held at B.M.A. House on 
Wednesday, Dec. 18, at 2 p.m. 

Members of the Group are invited to forward to the 
Secretary, B.M.A. House, Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1, 
suggestions or recommendations for consideration by the 
meeting. 

(Sgd.) C. Hit, 
Secretary. 


Diary of Central Meetings 
11. Wed. Council, 12 noon. 
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Branch and Division Meetings to be Held 


Coventry Division.—At Coventry and Warwickshire Hospital, 
Tuesday, Dec. 10, 8.30 p.m. General meeting. Dr. Robert Forbes: 
The G.M.C.—Hitherto and Henceforth. 


GREENWICH AND  DeptForD Division.—At Miller General 
Hospital, Greenwich, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 8.30 p.m. Mr. 
Mortimer Reddington: Maternity Problems. 


PADDINGTON Diviston.—At Inoculation Department, St. Mary’s 
Hospital, W., Thursday, Dec. 19, 8.30 p.m. Sir Alexander Fleming, 
F.R.S.: Penicillin in General Practice. Members of other Divisions 
are invited to attend. 


RicHMonpD Division.—At Royal Hospital, Richmond, Friday, 
Dec. 13, 9 p.m. Dr. Reginald Lightwood: Paediatrics. 


WAKEFIELD, PONTEFRACT, AND CASTLEFORD Division.—At Clayton 
Hospi.al, Wakefield, Thursday, Dec. 12, 8.15 p.m. Mr. D. W. 
Currie: Dysmenorrhoea. 


Meetings of Branches and Divisions 


BaTH DIVISION 


At a weil-attended meeting of the Bath Division held on Nov. 22, 
with + G. D. Steven in the chair, the following resolution was 
passed : 

“That this meeting strongly urges the Council to recommend to 
the Negotiating Committee that if, as a result of the analysis of the 
plebiscite, it is found that a sufficient majority of the general 
practitioner group votes against entering into discussions with the 
Minisier on the regulations, the Negotiating Committee should 
— to discuss regulations applicable to the General Practitioner 

rvice, 

“Should the analysis show other groups to be in favour of 
negotiating on regulations, we urge that discussions with the 
Minister be limited to those sections of the Act in which these 
groups are predominantly engaged.” 


WINCHESTER DIVISION 


A meeting of the Winchester Division was held on Nov. 24, with 
Dr. C. J. Penny, O.B.E., in the chair. Of the 104 members in the 
Division 80 attended the meeting and 16 sent apologies (of whom 
9 expressed their intention of voting against negotiations)—a record 
attendance. 

Dr. Stevenson, assistant secretary of the B.M.A., opened the 
meeting by giving a clear account of the events leading up to the 
present National Healih Service Act, the principles of the Act as 
pertaining to each section of the profession,.and the impiications 
to be deduced therefrom. He concluded by explaining the significance 
of a “Yes” or “No” vote. A fighting speech by Dr. Sybil 
Tremellen, of Winchester, who described the Act as an “ infamous 
piece of tyrannical bureaucracy,” was loudly applauded by the 
meeting. 

Members had been previously asked not to record their answers 
until the implications of the plebiscite had been discussed at this 
meeting. Although no resolutions were put or votes taken (it being 
left to each member’s own conscience as to the direction in which 
he should vo‘e), the tone of the meeting was such that it was feit 
the majority of members were against negotiations. , 

The principal speaker in favour of negotiations was Lieut.-Col. 
C. Newton-Davis, who combined argument against the B.M.A.’s 
lack of negotiation with the Minister to date with a personal belief 
in the fallaciousness of Dr. Stevenson’s address. There was no other 
convinced speaker on the “ Aye” side. 


WEEKLY POSTGRADUATE DIARY 


BLacKPooL: Victoria HospitaL.—Thurs., 8 p.m. Dr. Hilliard: The 
Diagnosis and Treatment of Mitrai Stenosis. 

EpinsurGH_ PosTGRaDUATE BoarD FOR Mepictne.—At_ Edinburgh 
Royal Infirmary, Tues., 5 p.m. Prof. G. Marrian: The Biochemist’s 
Approach to Problems of Pharmacological Activity. 


Lonpon ScHoot oF Dermatovocy, 5, Lisle Street, Leicester Square, 
W.C.—Tues., 5 p.m. Dr. R. M. B. MacKenna: Principles and 
Practice of Treatment. Thurs., 5 p.m. Dr. F. R. Bettley: 
Seborrhoeic Dermatitis. 


APPOINTMENTS 


BIRMINGHAM CHILDREN’S Hospitat.—Honorary Assistant Orthopaedic Sur- 
geon. A. Innes, F.R.C.S. Honorary Assistant Ophthalmic Surgeon, A. A. 
Douglas, M.D.St.And., F.R.C.S.Ed. 


Haroine. H. E., F RCS., Honorary Orthopaedic Surgeon, National Hospital, 
Queen Square, W.C.1. < 


Lonpon County Councit.—The following appointments have been made in 
the mental health services of the Council at the hospitals indicated in paren- 
theses. Deputy Medical Superintendent, J. MacK. Crawford, M.D., D.P.M. 
(Darenth Park). First Assistant Medica! Officers, M. A. Walsh. L.R.C.P.andS.I., 
D.P.M. (Tooting Bec), and R. MacDonald, M.B., Ch.B., D.P.M. (St. Lawrence's). 


Rocuester: St. BARTHOLOMEW’S Hospitat.—Honorary Surgeon and Honor- 
_ary Radiotherapeutic Surgeon, Gerald Townsley, M.D., F.R.C.S. Honorary 
Orthopaedic Surgeon, R. N. Martin, F.R.C.S.Ed. 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES 
RoyaL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF LONDON, Pali Mall East, $.w— 


Tues. and Thurs., 5 p.m., Fitzpatrick Lectures by Sir Arthur 
MacNalty: The History of State Medicine in England, |. From the 
“Accession of Queen Victoria to the General Board of Health, 


2. The Medical Department of the Privy Council. 


RoyaL COLLEGE OF OBSTETRICIANS AND GYNAECOLOGISTS, 58, Queen 
Anne Street, W.—Fri., 5 p.m. Mr. Victor Bonney : Myomectomy, 


RoyaL Society OF MEDICINE 


Section of Psychiatry—tTues., 5.30 p.m. Discussion: Leucotomy 
as an instrument of research. Openers: Dr. A. Meyer and Dr, T 
McLardy: Neuropathological studies. Dr. S. Last and Dr, ¢ 
Greville: Eiectroencephalographic studies. i 

Section of Physical Medicine—Wed., 4.30 p.m. Discussion: The 
contribution of Physical Medicine to the care of the chronic sic 
Openers: Drs. E. L. Sturdee, Marjory Warren, and A. R. Neligan, 

Section of Neurology.—Thurs., 8 p.m. Discussion: Treatment and 
prognosis of traumatic - Opener: Dr. L. Guttman 
— by Mr. E. W. Riches, and Drs. D. Whitteridge and Pp 
onason. 


Section of Ophthalmology.—Fri., 3.15 p.m. Meeting at the 


Manchester Royal Eye Hospital. 10.20 a.m. Train leaves Euston, 


3.15 p.m. Paper by Prof. Geoffrey Jefferson: The surgery of intra. 
—_— aneurysms. 4.30 p.m. Cases. 5.30 p.m. Discussion. 7.45 p.m. 
inner. 


Clinical Section —Fri., 5 p.m. (Cases at 4 p.m.) 


Section of Radiology.—Fri., 8 p.m. Joint Meeting with the British 
Institute of Radiology and the Faculty of Radiologists in the Reid 
Knox Hall, 32, Welbeck Street, W. Discussion: Carcinoma of the 
stomach. Openers: Dr. J. L. Grout: X-ray diagnosis. Mr. H, 
Rodgers: Gastroscopy. 

Section of Radiology.—Sat. (Dec. 14), 10 a.m. Joint Meeting at 
32, Welbeck Street, W.1, continued. Discussion: Carcinoma of the 
stomach. Openers: Prof. M. J. Stewart: Pathology. Mr. Hermon 
Taylor: Surgery. Dr. Fairchild and Mr. Alan Shorter: Radiotherapy, 
Dr. D. Jennings: Statistics. 


CHELSEA CLINICAL Socirty.—At South Kensington Hotel, 41, 
Queen’s Gate Terrace, S.W., Tues., 6.30 p.m. for 7 p.m. Discus 
sion: Plastics in Surgery and Medicine. To be opened by Dr, §. 
Leader and Mr. R. Cutler. 


Dewssury: STAINCLIFFE County Hospitat.—Thurs., 8 pam. 
Clinical meeting. 


Leeps AND West RipING MeEpIco-CHIRURGICAL SocteTy.—Fri, 
7.30 p.m. Clinical meeting. 


Lonvon JewisH Hospitat MepicaL Society.—At Woburn Hous, 
Upper Woburn Place, W.C.. Thurs., 8.30 p.m. Presidential addres 
by Mr. S. I. Levy: Some Principles of Urinary Surgery. 


Mepicat Society oF Lonpon, 11, Chandos Street, Cavendish 
Square, W.—Mon., 8.30 p.m. Discussion: Modern Anaesthesia, 
to be introduced by Drs. F. T. Evans and Cecil Gray. 


Society oF Tropicat AND HyGieNne.—At 26, Port 
land Place, W., Thurs., 8 p.m. Prof. B. S. Platt: Colonial Nutrition 
and Its Problems. A discussion will follow. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS 


The charge for an insertion under this head is 10s. 6d. for 18 words or les. 
Extra words 3s. 6d. for each six or less. Payment shou'd be forwarded with 
the notice, authenticated by the name and permanent address of the sender, 
and should reach the Advertisement Manager not later than first post Monday 
morning. 


BIRTHS 


HENpDIsson.—On Nov. 11, 1946, at Lady Willingdon Hospital, Lahore, 
Margaret Mary, wife of Lieut.-Colonel R. J. Hendisson, 1.M.S., a daughter. 


MACKENZIE.—On Nov. 27, 1946, at the North Staffordshire Royal Infirmary, 0 
Sheila (née Joyce), wife of K. G. F. Mackenzie, F.R.C.S., a son. 


MILNER.—On Nov. 30. 1946, at the Old Surgery. Middlewich Road, Sandbach, (0 
Edna (née Key), wife of Dr. A. P. Milner, a daughter. 


RANKIN.—On Nov. 25, 1946, at Parkgrove Nursing Home, to Jean Eleanor (nt 
Cruikshank), wife of Dr. R. Rankin, 35, Kersland Street, Glasgow, a daughtt. 
Both well. 

WILLIAMS.—On Nov. 20. 1946, at Rubislaw Nursing Home. Aberdeen, to Ant 
wife of P. B. Williams, M.B., Ch.B., a daughter—Linda Michéle Godolphis. 


WOOLSTENCROFT.—On Nov. 4, 1946, to Diana, wife of Dr. Robert Woo'stet 
croft, 116, Rossall Road, Cleveleys, Lancs, a brother for Robert Petet- 
Mark Neville. 


DEATHS 


BosWELL.—On Nov. 17, 1946, at Hiltonshill, St. Boswells, Roxburghshitt, 
Henry St. George Boswell, M.B., C.M.Edin., in his 90th ‘ar. 

HERBERTSON.—On Nov. 23. 1946, suddenly, at Monkstone. Ferring-by-Sea, Jobt 
Richmond Herbertson, M.B., Ch.B., devoted and dearly loved husband 
Florence Adeline, 
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